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Berchtold had despatched the ultimatum without the
knowledge or approval of Francis Joseph. The aged Em-
peror, who was away at Ischl and had been told that the
"Note" was to be settled at the Ministerial Council of July
19,  had heard nothing further of it, and therefore tele-
graphed on the 20th to know about it.110   Berchtold has-
tened to reply that it had not been possible to complete it
on July 19[1], but that it was now finished and would be
sent to Ischl by a courier, and that he himself would arrive
next morning, July 21, for an audience.   There is no record
of the explanations which he may have given to Francis
Joseph in this audience on Tuesday morning, except that
at its close he telegraphed to his subordinate, Baron Mac-
chio, in Vienna: "His Majesty has approved without change
the text of the Note to Serbia and that to the Powers,  I beg
you to inform the German Ambassador, Tschirschky, that
he cannot be given the Note until early tomorrow morning
since some corrections are still to be made in it." ni   Why
this falsehood?  Why did Berchtold here break the promise
which he had made a few days before to Tschirschky that
"as soon as the text [of the Note] had been fixed on Sunday
[July 19, at the Ministerial Council], he would immediately
communicate it to the Imperial [German] Government in
great confidence, even before it had been submitted to
Francis Joseph for approval"? l12   If the "definitive text
was fixed"113 on July 19, secretly forwarded to all the
Austrian Ambassadors on July 20,U4 and "approved with-
out change" by the Emperor on July 21, why did Berchtold
still want to withhold it from Tschirschky and allege that
"some corrections are still to be made in it"?   Probably
no Telegram from Ischl from Baron Schiessl, bead of the Emperor's
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